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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . CHARGE HAD PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHNOUPEK AT NEW YEAR'S VIN D'HONNEUR CEREMONY HELD AT 
THE EOREIGN MINISTRY JANUARY 12. 

2. CHARGE SAID WE WERE LOOKING EORWARD TO WELCOMING 
JOHANNES AS AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. CHNOUPEK 
SAID JOHANNES WAS HIS PERSONAL PICK AND HE EXPECTED 
THE AMERICANS WOULD BE VERY PLEASED WITH HIM. HE 
SAID THAT AS HE TOLD AMBASSADOR SHERER AT UNGA, THE 
DELAY IN PICKING A SUCCESSOR TO SPACIL WAS ABSOLUTELY 
NON-POLITICAL AND WAS DUE SOLELY TO HIS OWN INSISTENCE ON A 
CAREEUL SEARCH TO FIND THE RIGHT MAN. HE EXPECTED 

JOHANNES BACK EROM OTTAWA ON JAN 26 OR SO, AND THEN WOULD SEND 
HIM TO WASHINGTON ALTER THREE OR LOUR WEEKS OE BRIEFING. 

CHARGE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD INFORMALLY THAT PROCESS WAS WELL 
ALONG TOWARDS PICKING OUR NEW AMBASSADOR, AND WE 
HOPED TO BE ABLE TO DISCUSS THIS CONCRETELY IN 
THE RELATIVELY NEAR EUTURE. 

3. CHARGE TOOK OCCASION TO THANK CHNOUPEK AND THROUGH 
HIM GOC EOR POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON DIVIDED FAMILIES 

AND ON RECENT INDICATION OF PROGRESS ON 
US LIST. CHNOUPEK WAS EAMILIAR WITH THE CASE 
AND SAID HE HAD BEEN GLAD TO SEE THIS TAKE PLACE. 
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FROM ZANTOVSKY (HEAD SIXTH DEPT MFA) ABOUT LATTER'S 
CHATS WITH US CHARGE AND OTHERS, PROSPECTS EOR MAJOR 
CHANGE IN US-CZECHOSLOVAK SITUATION WAS NOT LIKELY 
PRIOR TO US ELECTIONS. CHARGE REPLIED THAT TO BE 
REALISTIC, HE HAD TO AGREE. CHARGE ADDED THERE WAS 
STILL SOME HOPE THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH CONGRESSMEN AND 
SENATORS MIGHT YIELD SOME FRUIT PRIOR TO ELECTIONS, 

BUT THIS WAS A SLIM HOPE, AND MOST REALISTIC EXPEC- 
TATION WAS EOR A WAITING PERIOD UNTIL AETER THE ELECTIONS. 

4. CHNOUPEK THEN ASKED ABOUT SOME OE THE DISTURBING 
REPORTS HE HAD BEEN HEARING LATELY ABOUT ATTACKS 
ON SECRETARY KISSINGER AND ON US POLICY OP DETENTE. 

HE SAID HE PERSONALLY REGRETTED THESE ATTACKS ON 
THE SECRETARY AND ON DETENTE VERY MUCH. CHARGE SAID 
HE APPRECIATED CHNOUPEK'S REMARKS, AND SHARED THE 
REGRET. CHARGE SAID TO BE VERY PRANK, HE FEARED 
WE WOULD HEAR THE TONE OP DEBATE IN THE US GET 
WORSE BEFORE IT GOT BETTER, AND WE MIGHT BE IN EOR A 
ROUGH YEAR. HOWEVER, HE WAS CONVINCED THAT DETENTE- 
NOT ONLY WITH USSR BUT ALSO WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA- 
WAS THE LASTING US COMMITMENT, AND HE PELT WHOEVER 
WAS PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY OP STATE NEXT YEAR WOULD 
SUPPORT THAT COMMITMENT IN THE LONG RUN. 
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